
The White Garment 
 
 

        Our identity and relationship with Jesus Christ exists in and through the Sacrament of 
Baptism. It is through those life giving waters that you and I became a new creation; born 
again.  We were freed from the stain of Adam's sin (Original Sin), became a Child of God, an 
heir to the Kingdom and a member of Christ's Mystical Body, the Church.  Jesus tells us in the 
Gospel,  "Unless you are born of Water and the Holy Spirit you cannot enter the Kingdom of 
God''.   
 

Christ saved us through those Sacramental Waters and thus we were clothed with immortality. We use 
the White Garment to externally express our new birth, our immortality.  Jesus teaches us in the scriptures about 

the White Garment or powerfully expressed by Wedding Garment.  Remember in the 
Gospel the person did not have his Wedding Garment and he was thrown out of 
the Wedding Banquet (Matthew 22:1-14).  The Wedding Garment symbolizes Baptism 
and the Wedding Banquet is the Kingdom of Heaven.  In the Book of Revelation, John 
speaks of those faithful witnesses of Christ that have washed their Garments in the Blood 
of the Lamb and have entered the Halls of the Kingdom with Palm branches in their 
hands (Revelations 7:13-14). 

 
All throughout our Christian lives we witness Christ by our words and actions.  We are 

reminded that this White Garment at Baptism continues to be expressed in every Sacrament which 
is the encounter of the Risen Christ among us.  At Holy Communion the White Garment is worn 
again to express our identity and relationship in Christ especially as we receive His Body, Blood, Soul 
and Divinity in Holy Communion.  At Confirmation, we receive the full expression of the Spirit 
through the Laying on of Hands and the Anointing of Sacred Chrism in the form of the Cross, a 
reminder of our Baptism in which we die with Christ so as to live with Him.   
 

In Confirmation, the Spirit compels us to witness Jesus Christ by words and deeds as committed 
Christians.  This Sacrament completes Baptism and enables each Christian to live out in their daily 
lives the Corporal and Spiritual works of Mercy.  The White Garment clearly symbolizes the 
Garment of Salvation in which the confirmed received on the day of their Baptism.  At 
Confirmation, the candidates renew their Baptismal promises to live authentically in their daily 
lives, the Spirit who calls them to care for Christ in their brothers and sisters.   

 
 The Wedding Garment of the Bride and Groom clearly shows to all Christ marriage with the 
Baptized.  Christ, the Bridegroom and the Baptized Church, the Bride.  The Bride and Groom express 
their love for each other as Christ expresses His love for His Bride, the Baptized Church.  At Sacred or 
Holy Order, the Deacon and/or Priest is clothed with a White Garment; the Baptismal Garment.  We 
know of this garment as the Alb, the long White Garment worn under the Chasuble, the Mass 
Vestment.  He is always reminded that He can only lay down His life for Christ when he dies daily to 
this world.  Thus, it is a reminder of His Baptism, that he died with Christ so as to rise with Him.   
 

 At the Funeral Mass, the White Garment is placed over the casket of the deceased.  This White 
Garment once again reminds us of our Baptism.  It is by dying to self we ultimately will rise with Him 
as He has promised.  The Gospel speaks clearly, Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 
it just remains a grain of wheat but if it dies it produces much fruit (John 12:24). 
 

Let us always remember that the White Garment is more than just an outfit we wear, it is an identity that we 
embrace and live.  It is the Garment of our Salvation!  AMEN.   


